Arrogant Canadian Words:
 an Alternative Approach to Exploring Canada through the Lyrics of The Arrogant Worms
In gathering up the wisdom acquired during eight years of homeschooling, I have written a short Canadian history and geography home-schooling booklet.  The booklet uses the songs of the Canadian band, The Arrogant Worms, to help students remember the important aspects of Canada.  The student listens to the song, and then researches various subjects covered by said song.  Through repetition of the song, the student will be able to easily memorise the information.

The booklet is 33 pages long, and contains 7 songs with activities, with the activities separated by age group (8-10, 11-13, 14+).  It is vaguely connected with the Ontario Social Studies curriculum (there is a list at the back, on which a number of the activities have been based), and also contains lists of other reading material appropriate for teaching about Canada.

The cost of the booklet is $7.00 for the e-book, and $10 (plus $2.00 shipping, if applicable) for a hard copy.


Below is an example from the booklet.

ROCKS AND TREES
My country's bigger than most,

And if asked I boast.

Cause I'm really proud,

So I shout it loud.

Though our numbers are few,

We will welcome you.

Although we don't have history,

Gold medal winning teams,

Heroes or prisoners, world famous volcanoes,

Still what we've got's glorious.

Cause we've got rocks and trees, and trees and rocks,

and rocks and trees, and trees and rocks,

and rocks and trees, and trees and rocks,

and rocks and trees, and trees and rocks,

and water. (repeat)

In Canada, Canada, Canada, Canada, Canada, Canada,

Ca-an-a-da, Can-a-da.

Ages 8 – 10

- do a study of the 5 largest countries and their populations.  How does Canada compare to the U.S., Russia, etc?

- study the Canadian Shield: what is it, where is it, why does it exist? 

- study the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans, and their relation to Canada.  

- study the St. Lawrence River, the Great Lakes, and Hudson’s Bay.  

- find Canadian history, gold-medal teams, heroes, prisoners, and volcanoes.

Ages 11 – 13

- study the fate of “rocks and trees and water” as Canada becomes more and more settled.  Start with the arrival of the Vikings in 1000 A.D., and end in the current year.  For the best comprehension, stress the physical changes of the area where you live.

- do a geographical study: what types of rock are available in what areas of Canada; what types of trees?  

- study the lakes on the prairies: Great Bear, Great Slave, Athabasca, Winnipeg, and Manitoba.

- what part do the National Parks play in maintaining our “rocks and trees and water”?

Ages 14+

- for what do we use our rocks, trees and water?  Look specifically at the North American Free Trade Agreement.  Who wants our rocks and trees and water?  Why do they want them?

- study the local forest industry, and paper mills.

- study aggregate mines and quarries.

- Which Environmental Preservation Societies are doing what to save our rocks, trees and water?  

Specifically, what is happening around the Alaskan Pipeline?

- if possible, watch the documentary “Oil On Ice”, by Dale Djerassi and Bo Boudar
